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Trousdale County Students Win Utrust Writing Competition
Nashville, TN- Four Trousdale County High School students wrote prize-winning awards in the annual statewide Utrust Writing Competition.  Katie Kelly, Stephanie Shaffer, Megan Tower and Devon Tuczyn, all students in Demetris Mitchell’s junior English class, won monetary prizes for the essays they wrote. All students in Mitchell’s class wrote essays about a school employee who had made a difference in their lives.  Each student presented a copy of his or her essay to the person about whom it was written.  Statewide, only fourteen essays were chosen as prize-winning essays.
Shaffer took first place, winning $1000 for her efforts.  Her story was an expression of appreciation for Christie Glover, a business teacher at Trousdale County High School.  Shaffer described how Ms. Glover had opened her home and her heart to her as a foster kid and she told of the many other self-sacrificing things that Glover has done for children in Trousdale County. “She has changed my perspective on living,” Shaffer wrote. “ She took my life and helped me turn it back around, the way it is supposed to be, the way I have longed for it to be for a long time.” 
Kelly wrote about physical education teacher, John Carey.  She credits him with helping her become a stronger and better person.  “He reveals his kind nature by the love that he shows to each and every one of his students,” Kelly wrote. “Coach Carey is an amazing man whom I truly admire and could go to with any of my problems,” Kelly continued.
Tower wrote about her sixth grade teacher, Rhea Pulliam, and how she influenced her to change the direction of her life and to see challenges as opportunities to make life better.  “She became one of my heroes in life,” Tower wrote. “She saw something worth saving in me. Had I not met her, I would have turned out much differently.”
Tuczyn told his story of Coach Eden and what a great influence he was on him. “Coach Eden impacted my life more than any other person has ever done.  He showed me all of the positive things that can come from a bad situation,” Tuczyn wrote. “He is not only like the dad I never had, but is also like the brother I always wanted.”

Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the awards at Trousdale County High School on Thursday, December 9.   Three of the teachers about whom they were written were present.  

“This is a great honor for these students and for Trousdale County High School.  It is amazing that from hundreds of entries from students, teachers, administrators and other citizens across the state that four students from one high school would submit prize-winning essays,” Tollett said. “This is the second year in a row that Trousdale County had more winners than any other school system in Tennessee.“ All four of the stories will be permanently added to the Utrust Make A Difference Library.

Utrust is a statewide organization, which assists local school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees.  Utrust sponsors the School Employee Appreciation Program, which promotes eight celebrations during each school year to honor school employee groups. The program is free to member boards. 
Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read the essays in their entirety.
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